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  21st – 27th May 2023

Services at Sittingbourne  
Methodist Church
We extend a warm welcome to everyone worshipping  
with us today. If you are new to our church we would 
like to stay in contact with you. So please take a card 
from the welcome area and fill in your name and 
address, handing it to a Steward following the service.

Sunday 21st May 
10.30am Local Arrangement
Sunday 28th May 
10.30am Elena Markova  
 
Your Steward on the 21st May is Neil

NORTH KENT METHODIST CIRCUIT  
INVITATION TO WORSHIP FROM HOME
SUNDAY 21ST MAY 10.30AM 
Online Service will be led by  
Gill Le Boutillier-Scott
https://www.nkmethodists.org.uk/ 
news/worship-from-home.html

North Kent Methodist Circuit

Bible Readings
John 17: 1-11
Jesus Prays for His Disciples
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked 
up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; 
glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 
since you have given him authority over all people, 
to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 
And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 
sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work 
that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me 
in your own presence with the glory that I had in 
your presence before the world existed.

‘I have made your name known to those whom  
you gave me from the world. They were yours, and 
you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. Now they know that everything you have 
given me is from you; for the words that you gave 
to me I have given to them, and they have received 
them and know in truth that I came from you; and 
they have believed that you sent me. I am asking 
on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 
world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 
because they are yours. All mine are yours, and 
yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 
And now I am no longer in the world, but they are 
in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them in your name that you have given  
me, so that they may be one, as we are one.

Acts 1: 6-11
The Ascension of Jesus
So when they had come together, they asked him, 
‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to 
know the times or periods that the Father has set 
by his own authority. But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he 
had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted 
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While 
he was going and they were gazing up towards 
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in 
the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’

WEEKLY NOTICES · The weekly notice sheet is produced by Paul, so if you have anything  
that you would like included please email to: paul@greenapplegraphics.co.uk

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
http://www.sittingbournemethodist.org.uk
https://www.nkmethodists.org.uk/news/worship-from-home.html


Prayers ofIntercession

Prayer
If you feel in need of some prayer time before 

the service on a Sunday, or afterward the 
service, or just a chat, please speak to Linda or 
Rev Robert, or if not available another member 
of our prayer team. Prayer is the fundamental 
part of our ministry. Our Father God delights  

in our prayers.

Heavenly Father, we ask that our prayers ascend 
to you just as Jesus Christ, your son, was taken up 
to heaven.  As we celebrate the Ascension of Our 
Lord Jesus we pray for feelings of joy and hope 
rather than fear and separation as we await the 
coming of the Holy Spirit.

We pray for Reverend Robert and his family here 
and in Slovakia. We pray for all our Church Leaders 
and our leadership team. We give thanks for all 
the volunteers who serve faithfully in all capacities 
within our Church. Please guide them in their work 
in reaching out to the community with the lunch 
club, welcome space coffee mornings, school 
uniforms, Alpha & Prayer courses and other events.

We pray for all those suffering in war-torn countries 
experiencing violence and hatred. Please protect 
those who are persecuted for many reasons 
especially those who have to practice their faith 
in secret. May there be peace and the knowledge 
that their suffering will cease. 

Father God, we pray for everyone we meet today 
that we will smile and brighten their day. Help us 
to recognise Christ in one another and prepare 
opportunities for us to help others and share your 
love with them this coming week.

Loving God, we pray for all those in need; for 
those who feel lonely and sad, those who feel guilt 
or shame, those who are bereaved or broken-
hearted; those who are confused and afraid; and 
those who are distressed because a relationship 
has broken down. We pray for comfort for those 
who are suffering from diseases. We give you 
thanks and praise for those who are recovering 
from operations and illnesses. We thank you 
for all the people who work in the NHS and all 
emergency services who help those in need in 
many difficult situations. 

Merciful God, we pray for all who have died; 
especially those who have encouraged us in our 
faith. May they continue to pray for us that we may 
stay true to our faith and follow in their example.

Faithful God, we ask for strength to cope with 
whatever is ahead of us this week.  We pray for  
our World, community, friends and families mindful 
that Jesus, your son, prayed for his disciples  
before returning to you.

In the Name of Jesus we ask these Prayers.

Amen



THE PRAYER COURSE
Following the Alpha Course which ran for 

fifteen weeks which has inspired a number of 
our church members and friends, and others 

from other churches and those who were 
searching to find their spirituality and discover 
where God was in their lives, we are following 

up with a new course entitled simply ‘The 
Prayer Course’. This is an eight session journey 

through the Lord’s Prayer, with 24-7 Prayer 
founder Pete Greig and co-host  

Poppy Williams.
Each session includes a video, a guide for 
small group discussion and practical ideas 

for prayer. At the same time it tries to help us 
answer some of the uncertainties we might 

have about prayer. 
Each session will begin at 7.30pm on 

Mondays - May 15th, June 5th and 19th, July 
3rd, 17th and 31st and August 14th and 28th.

For more information, please contact Bart 
Woodhouse or Rev Robert.

PHYLLIS JEFFERY
It is with deep sadness that we announce the 
passing of Phyllis, loving Mother of Eileen 

and Richard and Malcolm and Jean.  
Now at peace in God’s arms.

The church sends love and prayers  
to all the family.

The funeral will take place at  
Murston Church at 2pm on June 16th and 

then the family will go to the Garden of 
England Crematorium, Bobbing for 3pm.

Lunch Club
The next Lunch Club will be on  

Thursday 1st June at 12 for 12.30pm
The cost for lunch will be £5, you do not  

need to book if you regularly attend. 
If you would like to join lunch club please 

contact Derek for availability by  
Tuesday 30th May (tel. 01795 425873  

or text 07903 016105).
Lunch Club will also meet on 6th July.

Coronation 
Celebration

A big thank you to everyone who generously 
gave up their time to be part of the church’s 

Coronation Day Event, after costs were 
deducted we made a profit of  

£226.00.

at Sittingbourne Methodist Church  
FRIDAY’S FROM 10.00AM – MIDDAY

A SOCIAL SPACE FOR CHATTING 
HOT DRINKS · FREE Wi-Fi · GAMES · BOOKS 
OTHER REFRESHMENTS · CHILD FRIENDLY

Free Preloved  
School Uniform Hub

Come in and have a browse we might  
just have the uniform you need!

We always  
need new stock –  
Please remember  

to donate the  
uniform you’ve  
grown out of.

WOW!
The Action For Children 
Support Group was established 
in 1984 and since then we have

raised the amazing amount of £111,388.93.

Thank you to all our loyal supporters, and 
a special thank you to the members of the 
support group for all your work over the last  
39 years.  Paul S.



Food Bank Shopping Request

Our shelves are bare and we welcome every 
single donation, but for those of you who want 

to give urgent items, we need:
• Cereals • Tinned Soups • Jar Sauces

 • Tinned Vegetables – peas, carrots,  
sweetcorn, potatoes

 • Instant Mash • Tinned Meats  
• Tinned Fish • Tinned Fruit • Biscuits 

Long-life Milk • Squash

Bags For Life/Any Strong Bags

Please leave your donated items in the box 
in the welcome area or contact Robert if you 

would like to make a financial donation. 
Thank you for your continued support. 

Donations  urgently  needed!

Stay and Play pre-school group for 
children and adults. (Children have 
to bring their own adult).
On Tuesday mornings from 9.45-
11.30am in the Methodist Church 
lounge, High Street, Sittingbourne.
£2 per child, includes  
tea/coffee and a fruit  
snack for the children.

z Tuesday 2pm Bible study 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83665077649?pwd= 
SzQyQjZnTGRxeFNEOUUxMENla1d3Zz09
Meeting ID: 836 6507 7649
Passcode: 627708

z Wednesday 7.00pm Prayers
https://zoom.us/j/99785194564?pwd= 
UHNBb3RmUGtaZmdzWHRGREFBckJlZz09
Meeting ID: 997 8519 4564
Passcode: 180518

North Kent Methodist Circuit

Grapevine
 CIRCUIT NEWS AND PREACHING PLAN  

Issue Twenty Six 
Summer 2023

inside...
PRESENTING THE NKMC CIRCUS!
BEING A CIRCUIT STEWARD
UNION STREET AT 200!

The Summer edition  
of the circuit newsletter 
is now available to 
download 
https://www.nkmethodists.org.uk/
about-us/newsletters.html

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83665077649?pwd=SzQyQjZnTGRxeFNEOUUxMENla1d3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83665077649?pwd=SzQyQjZnTGRxeFNEOUUxMENla1d3Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/99785194564?pwd=UHNBb3RmUGtaZmdzWHRGREFBckJlZz09
https://zoom.us/j/99785194564?pwd=UHNBb3RmUGtaZmdzWHRGREFBckJlZz09
https://www.nkmethodists.org.uk/about-us/newsletters.html
https://www.facebook.com/1stSittingbourne


God will make a way
    when there seems to be no way
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