Reflection on God s’ Word
Isaiah 60:1-2
Arise! Shine! Your light has come,
the Lord’s glory has shone upon you.
Though darkness covers the earth and gloom
the nations, the Lord will shine upon you,
God’s glory will appear over you.
(Common English Bible)
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Services at Sittingbourne
Methodist Church
We extend a warm welcome to everyone worshipping
with us today. If you are new to our church we would like
to stay in contact with you. So please take a card from the
welcome area and fill in your name and address, handing
it to a Steward following the service.
Sunday 8th January 2023
10.30am Richard Wade
Sunday 15th January 2023
10.30am Revd. Robert Zachar –
Covenant Service
Your Steward on the 8th January is Margaret

Ke
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st Circuit
NORTH KENT METHODIST CIRCUIT
INVITATION TO WORSHIP FROM HOME
SUNDAY 8TH JANUARY 10.30AM
This Sunday’s Circuit Service will be led by
Tracey Burch
https://www.nkmethodists.org.uk/
news/worship-from-home.html

Greetings to you and all the best wishes for this New
Year. I hope you had Christmas and New Year’s Eve
according to your expectations and choices. These days
can be rich in the Spirit but also over rich in nutrition
so the first job in this New Year can be to get back
to “normal”.
For me the week before Christmas was not very good.
I had quite bad flu and it completely wiped me out for a
few days. On top of that our eldest daughter had Covid
and we all just did not know what will happen with
the Christmas service and holiday after. Thanks to the
Sittingbourne team our Christmas service took place
and we were able to leave for a few days in Lincolnshire
after that.
Now we are trying to reconnect with normality as are
many others. God never leaves us and it doesn’t matter
if we dwell in normality or go crazy. It amazes me how
he can always find a way to break through the layers of
our ignorance and limitations and manifest his presence,
character, guidance or help.
Particularly during this first week of January we
remember a special tradition called Epiphany, which
basically talks about God revealing himself to us in
different occasions. So 6th January then includes texts
like visits of the Magi to baby Jesus, the Baptism of Jesus
or in the Old Testament Moses’ encounter at the burning
bush. These are biblical milestones and they all focus on
Christ as the fullness and fulfilment of all the possible
expectations a human heart can have granted from God.
We all have our own treasured moments when God
corrected us, healed us or comforted us in a way that we
sensed his closeness or grasped his wisdom. We need
them, these sacred moments or seasons of life where
we had his special attention and learned some of the
riches of Christ’s coming.
I wish us all, as we walk into this New Year, the
opportunity to experience Gods closeness and favour
in all we do and in all we hope for.

We pray for Christians throughout the world, especially
those who are being persecuted.
Hear us, Lord; hear our words and the
yearnings of our hearts.
We pray for those we know whose needs seem so
overwhelming, those whose pain finds no relief, those
who feel submerged by their anguish and their distress.
May we offer words of comfort where we can,
a listening ear to those who will talk, a gentle touch
for those who need companionship, a smile that
restores their belief in humanity.

Prayers ofIntercession
O Lord Jesus Christ,
in order to fulfil all righteousness,
you were baptized by John in the Jordan.
Clothe us with this same righteousness,
that as your baptized people,
we, too, may be called beloved children of your Father,
and because of you, know he is well pleased with us;
through your mercy, O our God,
you are blessed,
and live and govern all things,
now and forever.
Amen.
We pray for the world, where paths are not straight and
where justice does not prevail, where so much pain and
anguish is in evidence, we bring our prayers for those
in need, knowing you hear our prayers and the deep
yearnings of our hearts.
Hear us, Lord; hear our words and the
yearnings of our hearts.
The world is full of trouble, wars and hunger are a
reality for many, Often Leaders seem to be extreme
and corrupt, making our world seem more challenging
than it’s been for many years. Countries torn apart by
war and violence. We think of Russia and Ukraine, of
Afghanistan, Ethiopia and Iraq, and of Yemen.

JAN

Hear us, Lord; hear our words and the
yearnings of our hearts.
We pray for our country, for the many problems we
are facing this year, for those who do not have enough
to eat or are unable to heat their homes, especially for
children and the elderly living in poverty
We pray for people who are unwell at home or waiting
for treatment. For our NHS and Social Care, that there
may be solutions to problems that overwhelm it at
present. We pray for doctors, consultants and specialists.
For nurses and all hospital staff.
We pray for those affected by the recent spate of knife
crimes, and any other kind of crime of violence.
Hear us, Lord; hear our words and the
yearnings of our hearts.
We pray for our town, that decision-makers are wise
when planning new roads and housing schemes, we
pray for all Christian communities and churches in our
town and we pray for our church family, that we may
continue to be a welcoming, friendly spirit filled church.
Who Worship and thank you for the natural beauty in
our world and for the love of friends and families.
Hear us, Lord; hear our words and the
yearnings of our hearts.
Almighty God, this day, these are our prayers.
Amen.

Don
a
urg tions
e
nee ntly
ded
!

JIM MITCHELL
It is with much sadness that we announce the
passing of Jim on Thursday 29th December.
We send our thoughts, prayers and love to
Sue, Esther, Ben and the rest of the family.
Jim’s funeral will take place on Tuesday
7th February, 11.00am at The Garden of
England Crematorium.

Food Bank Shopping Request

Our shelves are bare and we welcome every single
donation, but for those of you who want to give
urgent items, we need:
• Cereals • Tinned Soups • Jar Sauces
• Tinned Vegetables – peas, carrots,
sweetcorn, potatoes
• Instant Mash • Tinned Meats
• Tinned Fish
• Tinned Fruit • Biscuits
• Long-life Milk • Squash
Please leave your donated items in the box in the
welcome area or contact Robert if you would like to
make a financial donation.
Thank you for your continued support.

“A huge thank you to CAP for the very kind
gift – I certainly wasn’t expecting anything
– We are very humbled.”
“I can’t believe this hamper.
Thank you for being there. You have been
so caring and kind. I won’t ever forget what
you have done for me.”
A couple more thank you’s that CAP received
for the Poverty Christmas Hampers.

Lunch Club
The next Lunch Club will be on
Thursday 12th January at 12 for 12.30pm
The cost for lunch will be £5, you do not
need to book if you regularly attend.
If you would like to join lunch club please
contact Derek for availability by
Tuesday 10th January (tel. 01795 425873
or text 07903 016105).
Lunch club will also meet on 26th January.

Prayers for Alpha
On Monday 9th January Bart and Robert will
be holding prayers from 7.00pm till 1.00am in
the front lounge for the Alpha course which
starts on 16th January.
All are welcome to come and join in the prayers
but please do not feel that you have to be there all
the time, perhaps just drop in for an hour or two.
There will be drinks and some
refreshments provided.

WE ARE A
WARM
WELCOME
SPACE

Sittingbourne Methodist Church
are offeringMethodist
a Warm Space
on
Sittingbourne
Church
Friday’s from
10.00am –OPENING
1.00pm.
ADDRESS:
HOURS:
HOTStreet
DRINKS · FREE Wi-Fi ·Starting
ACCESSIBLE
TOILETS
High
on Friday
OTHER REFRESHMENTS
CHILD FRIENDLY
Sittingbourne
25· November
2022
10.00am – 1.00pm

SECURITY
There have been a number of
serious security issues over the
past weeks. If you are a key
holder please ensure that you
personally check that all the doors
and windows are secured in the
areas of the building that you have
been using when you leave the
site, especially the main entrances
even if other people are still in the
building when you leave.
Most of the areas are covered with
CCTV but there are a few blind
spots that we are unable to cover.
If there was an incident involving
theft or damage and church
insurers were aware that the entry
was made by a third party via an
unlocked entrance door the church
would not be in a position to claim
for any loss or damage.
Please continue to be vigilant.
Tony Brown.
Treasurer.

What is Alpha?

Try Alpha

Who’s it for?

Alpha is for anyone who’s curious
to explore the big questions of
life, faith and meaning. The talks
are designed to encourage
conversation and explore the
Christian faith in a friendly, open
and informal environment.
You can say anything you like
or nothing at all.

How does it work?

Typically run over eleven weeks,
no two Alphas look the same,
but generally they have three
key things in common: food,
a short talk and a discussion
where you can share your
thoughts. There’s no pressure
and no follow up.

How much is it?

There’s no charge for Alpha.

alpha.org.uk/try

Stay and Play pre-school group for
children and adults. (Children have
to bring their own adult).
On Tuesday mornings from 9.4511.30am in the Methodist Church
lounge, High Street, Sittingbourne.
£2 per child, includes
tea/coffee and a fruit
snack for the children.

a

Alpha
T r is
y a series
A of
lp interactive
h
sessions that explore the basics
of the Christian faith.

Why not join our Alpha
course starting on
Monday 16th January 23
at 7.00pm
For more information or to register
email: bart.woodhouse@gmail.com
or visit: www.sittingbournemethodist.org.uk

UNITED SERVICE AT
SITTINGBOURNE
METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday 29th January 2023 · 10.30am
High Street, Sittingbourne ME10 4PB

Followed by refreshments
and lunch. All are welcome.
To help with catering please let
Robert know if you would like to join us for
the lunch. We are planning a choice of beef chilli,
chicken casserole or vegetable bake.
vvv

Organised by the Methodist Churches of Bearsted,
Newington, Sittingbourne and Hope Street.
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Our calendar for 2023 is now on Sale. The theme
this year is woodlands and wildlife with photographs
taken by Margaret, Kathy and John. We have 60 copies
for sale so get you orders in quick!
To place you order please contact Paul on
07939 604253 or email paul@skipp.org.uk

z Tuesday 2pm Bible study
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83665077649?pwd=
SzQyQjZnTGRxeFNEOUUxMENla1d3Zz09
Meeting ID: 836 6507 7649
Passcode: 627708
z Wednesday 7.00pm Prayers
https://zoom.us/j/4351397999?pwd=
eHZFVGJXdi9QeGFZdnhtMFdIT3BuUT09
Meeting ID: 435 139 7999
Passcode: 6n9KK0
See church website for details
www.sittingbournemethodist.org.uk

A PRAYER FOR THE FORTHCOMING
ALPHA COURSE
Dear Father God

We pray for our Church, and the wider community. As we’ve travelled through Advent, the time came, for the birth
of your Son, Jesus Christ. We hear the good news, and celebrate with joy, and all join in the celebration.
Father God, we’re travelling nearer for the new birth of our ALPHA course in January. We pray so much that we can reach
out into the community, and bring people to Christ. Let us shout and say Jesus Christ is our Saviour, and he is the Saviour
to everyone, let him In to your life, shout from the roof tops and believe in him, as he believes in you.
He is the name above all names.
We celebrate together for this wonderful opportunity to refresh our own faith through the Holy Spirit.
So we share the good news of our Lord Jesus Christ, born in a stable, the most important person we can ever have
in our lives. As we reflect this daily, we pray we don’t let you down.
So, as we share the exciting news about ALPHA, we pray for our leaders, as they prepare each week.
We pray for those attending a group for the first time, who are seeking to know more about you, we pray ALPHA will
be just what they’re looking for, questions answered, and how they can grow in the faith.
So Father God, we place all these situations into your hands, that we will all be touched by the Holy spirit,
sharing our thoughts & feelings, as we share our stories with one another.
As we offer this prayer to you Lord, we ask, is there more to life than this? Yes Lord, yes there is.
So we can say, thank you Jesus for entering this world, and our lives, thank you that your heart is full of peace.
Thank you that you’re not above us, but within us. You are our Councillor, our God, our Father, Prince of peace,
we pray for your peace to reign.
Jesus said, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life,’
AMEN
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Your Church Name
City or Town

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Children’s Worship Bulletin

Each number represents a letter of the alphabet. Substitute
correct letter for the numbers to reveal the coded words.

From Thru-the-Bible Coloring Pages for Ages 4-8. © 1986,1988 Standard Publishing.
Used by permission. Reproducible Coloring Books may be purchased from
Standard Publishing, www.standardpub.com, 1-800-543-1301.

John Baptizes Jesus

